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THE LADDER 
OF FORTUNE

A Currier & Ives Print, 1875

What messages do you see in 
the image?

Who are the intended 
recipients of these messages?
What must have been some of 
the concerns or issues in 
society at the time, for an 
image like this to gain 
popularity?
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A BOOK 
FOR BOYS

One of many books published 
by Horatio Algier, circa 1870

What is the message 
conveyed by the image?

Who are the intended 
recipients of this message?
What is the setting of the 
story, and what conditions 
in society might be of 
concern, for this series of 
books to gain popularity?
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ANOTHER 
HORATIO 
ALGIER 
STORY

Same Questions:

What is the message 
conveyed by the image?

Who are the intended 
recipients of this message?
What is the setting of the 
story, and what conditions 
in society might be of 
concern, for this series of 
books to gain popularity?
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THE STANDARD OIL OCTOPUS

What is the overall feeling of the cartoon?
What are some of the things getting tangled in the 
octopus’ tentacles?  Where does it look to be headed 
next?
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THE BOSSES OF THE SENATE
Joseph Keppler, Puck Magazine, 1898

(questions are on the next slide)
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What do you observe in the cartoon?

What can you infer?  What are the messages of the cartoon?

What must be some of the concerns in society, that such a 
cartoon would be produced?

QUESTIONS FOR
“THE BOSSES OF THE SENATE”
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“When they ca! the ro! in 
the Senate, the Senators do 

not know whether to answer 
‘Present’ or ‘Not Guilty.’

Teddy Roosevelt
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